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Conference rooms are more than just spaces to meet—they’re hubs 
of collaboration, creativity, and decision-making that drive modern 
businesses forward. Yet, as hybrid workforces and evolving office 
dynamics reshape how we work, traditional meeting spaces often 
fall short in supporting seamless and productive interactions.

High-impact collaboration spaces are becoming a priority for 
businesses worldwide, growing from 6.4 million in 2022 to a 
projected 11.3 million by 2025, according to Frost & Sullivan. This 
surge reflects a shift toward meeting spaces equipped with 
cutting-edge technology that delivers equitable experiences for 
both in-person and remote participants.

In this eBook, we’ll explore 10 essential conference room upgrades 
designed to enhance productivity and engagement. Whether 
you’re rethinking your current setup or starting from scratch, these 
strategies will help you create future-ready meeting spaces that 
meet the demands of today’s hybrid workforce.

INTRODUCTION
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As hybrid work continues to shape the modern office, creating seamless remote meeting experiences has become a top priority. When 
video and audio quality falter, meetings can become frustrating, disengaging, and unproductive. Upgrading your conference room with 
high-resolution cameras and advanced conferencing platforms ensures every participant—whether in-person or remote—feels included 
and connected.

Invest in cameras that deliver crystal-clear visuals and integrate with popular platforms like Zoom, Microsoft Teams, or Google Meet. 
Pair these with ceiling microphones that capture voices evenly and noise-canceling speakers that eliminate background distractions. 
Additionally, AI-driven features, such as virtual backgrounds, noise suppression, speaker tracking, and automatic audio balancing further 
enhance meeting quality.

ENHANCE VIDEOCONFERENCING SYSTEMS

4

1

PRO TIP:
To create a truly immersive experience, pair high-resolution 
cameras with professional-grade AV platforms that offer centralized 
management. Look for features such as voice tracking, automatic 
audio balancing, and panoramic video capabilities to ensure optimal 
collaboration for both in-person and remote attendees.

Benefits of Advanced Video and Audio Systems

•	 Enhanced engagement: Sharp visuals, balanced audio, and seamless 
integration with conferencing platforms keeps participants focused 
and connected.

•	 Inclusivity: Advanced features, such as AI-powered speaker tracking 
and 360-degree views, ensure remote participants are seen and heard.

•	 Efficiency: Streamlined interfaces and intuitive tools reduce the time 
spent troubleshooting technical issues, enabling meetings to start and 
run smoothly.

•	 Distraction-free communication: Noise-canceling speakers and 
intelligent audio balancing maintain clarity and eliminate interruptions.
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TRANSFORM WITH SMART DISPLAYS2
Modern workspaces need displays that go beyond static visuals, empowering participants to engage dynamically and share ideas 
effortlessly. Upgrading to touch-enabled smart displays is one of the most impactful changes you can make as large screens, monitors, 
and interactive displays can facilitate clear communication. 

For hybrid meetings, large LED video walls make it easier to see remote team members, making them feel more included. Interactive 
displays with project management tools make it easier to quickly write down ideas and enable users to annotate documents, brainstorm 
directly on digital whiteboards, make changes, and collaborate on shared files in real time. By integrating with popular platforms like 
Microsoft Teams and Google Workspace, smart displays enhance productivity and make meetings more interactive and engaging.

PRO TIP:
When choosing a smart display, consider models that support 4K resolution for sharp visuals and 
built-in software compatibility for smooth integration into your existing tech stack.

Benefits of Smart Displays

•	 Real-time collaboration: Allow participants 
to co-edit documents, draw diagrams, and 
share insights directly on the display.

•	 Ease of use: Touch-enabled technology 
makes these displays intuitive, reducing the 
learning curve for employees.

•	 Integration capabilities: Sync with 
collaboration platforms and cloud tools for 
seamless workflow management.
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SWITCH TO WIRELESS CONTENT SHARING
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Tangled cables and connection issues can disrupt meetings, wasting valuable time and frustrating participants. Devices like Barco 
ClickShare and Airtame eliminate the need for physical connections, allowing participants to share content directly from their devices 
with just a few clicks. These systems simplify the process of displaying presentations, collaborating on documents, or sharing live 
demonstrations, making meetings smoother and more efficient.

Benefits of Wireless Content Sharing

•	 Time savings: Instantly connect and share content without fumbling with cables or adapters.

•	 Flexibility: Compatible with a wide range of devices, including laptops, tablets, and smartphones.

•	 Professional aesthetic: A cable-free setup creates a cleaner, more polished conference room environment.

PRO TIP:
When choosing a wireless presentation system, ensure it integrates with your existing 
collaboration platforms, such as Microsoft Teams or Zoom, for a seamless user experience.
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By integrating AI into your conference room, you can streamline workflows 
and ensure more effective meetings with features like real-time transcription, 
automated note taking, and actionable task assignments. AI-powered tools not 
only save time but also ensure nothing is missed during discussions. Features 
such as live transcription and translation help bridge communication gaps, while 
AI-driven task management ensures follow-ups are clear and actionable.

Benefits of AI-driven Tools

•	 Streamlined workflows: Automate meeting follow-ups with actionable 
task assignments and summaries.

•	 Improved accessibility: Real-time transcription and translation make 
meetings more inclusive for diverse teams.

•	 Enhanced productivity: Eliminate the distraction of manual note-taking, 
allowing participants to focus fully on discussions.

LEVERAGE AI FOR 
SMARTER MEETINGS
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PRO TIP:
Consider tools that integrate seamlessly with your 
existing platforms, such as Microsoft Teams, Zoom, or 
Google Workspace, for an effortless user experience.
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DIGITALIZE BRAINSTORMING 
AND COLLABORATION

5

Effective collaboration requires tools that make brainstorming, idea-sharing, and project tracking seamless and intuitive. Traditional 
methods like whiteboards and paper notes often fall short, especially in hybrid work environments where teams are distributed. Digital 
collaboration tools like Miro, MURAL, and Google Workspace offer virtual whiteboards, shared workspaces, and integrations with other 
tools to simplify the process of brainstorming and managing projects. With features like drag-and-drop templates, sticky notes, and visual 
mind mapping, they make it easy for participants to contribute, organize ideas, and track progress—even after the meeting ends.

Benefits of Digital Collaboration Tools

•	 Real-time engagement: Enable all participants, remote or in-person, to contribute simultaneously on a shared platform.

•	 Improved organization: Templates and tracking features keep ideas structured and actionable.

•	 Seamless integration: Sync with existing tools like Microsoft Teams, Slack, or project management software for continuity.

PRO TIP:
Encourage teams to adopt a centralized platform for brainstorming and project 
tracking to minimize tool sprawl and ensure everyone is working from the same page.

10 CONFERENCE ROOM  
UPGRADES FOR BETTER  
PRODUCTIVITY AND ENGAGEMENT

https://www.connection.com/brand/apple/ipad


9

BARCO CLICKSHARE CX-50 
GEN 2
ClickShare comes in three ranges for hybrid and face-to-face meetings:

•	 Room systems for wireless video conferencing

•	 Modular or all-in-one wireless conferencing solutions

•	 Wireless presentation solutions for effortless content sharing

•	 Technology Evolution

Shop ClickShare Learn More
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STREAMLINE WITH  
SMART ROOM SCHEDULER
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Double-booked meeting rooms, last-minute cancellations, and underutilized spaces can 
derail productivity and create unnecessary frustration for teams. Touch-enabled room 
schedulers, integrated with calendar systems like Outlook or Google Workspace, make it 
easy to reserve spaces, manage schedules, and adapt to changes on the fly. These tools 
provide instant updates on room usage, providing real-time visibility into room availability 
and ensuring your resources are always optimized.

Benefits of Smart Room Schedulers

•	 Improved resource utilization: Maximize room usage by 
providing clear availability and scheduling options.

•	 Real-time updates: Stay informed of last-minute changes 
with instant notifications.

•	 Seamless integration: Sync with popular calendar platforms 
for easy access and management.

PRO TIP:
Look for room scheduling systems with built-in analytics that provide insights 
into room usage trends. These metrics can help you optimize your meeting 
spaces and plan for future upgrades.
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CREATE A FLEXIBLE AND 
COLLABORATIVE SPACE
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A well-designed space that prioritizes comfort and adaptability can foster 
collaboration and creativity, while outdated furniture and rigid layouts can stifle 
interaction and focus. Upgrade your conference room with adjustable chairs, 
collaborative seating arrangements, and modular furniture that adapts to different 
meeting styles. By improving ergonomics and functionality, you can create a space 
where teams feel comfortable and motivated to engage.

Benefits of Comfortable and Flexible Design

•	 Enhanced comfort: Adjustable chairs and 
ergonomic seating improve focus and reduce 
fatigue during long meetings.

•	 Adaptability: Modular furniture supports 
various meeting formats, from brainstorming 
sessions to formal presentations.

•	 Better collaboration: Collaborative seating 
arrangements encourage interaction and the 
free flow of ideas.

PRO TIP:
Incorporate movable whiteboards, writable walls, or portable collaboration tools 
to further enhance creativity and engagement in your meetings.
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OPTIMIZE THE ROOM ENVIRONMENT8
The physical environment of a conference room—lighting, temperature, and air quality—plays a significant role in maintaining focus and 
comfort during meetings. Poorly lit or overly warm rooms can lead to fatigue and disengagement, while optimized settings enhance energy 
levels and productivity.

Smart systems for lighting and temperature control take the guesswork out of creating the ideal meeting environment. These technologies 
use sensors and AI to adjust settings automatically based on occupancy, time of day, or user preferences, ensuring every meeting takes place 
in a comfortable and focused atmosphere.

Benefits of Smart Environment Systems

•	 Improved focus: Lighting systems that mimic 
natural light keep participants alert and engaged.

•	 Comfort and customization: Automated 
temperature controls adapt to occupancy and 
preferences, preventing discomfort during 
long meetings.

•	 Energy efficiency: Smart systems reduce waste by 
optimizing energy usage based on real-time data.

PRO TIP:
Incorporate eco-friendly options like LED lighting and 
energy-efficient thermostats to align with sustainability goals 
while optimizing the room environment.
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ENSURE SECURE AND  
COMPLIANT HYBRID MEETINGS
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In industries like healthcare, finance, and legal, compliance is non-negotiable. Hybrid meetings 
in these sectors require videoconferencing platforms that meet strict security and regulatory 
standards to protect sensitive data and ensure confidentiality. Without the right tools, 
organizations risk data breaches, non-compliance penalties, and loss of trust.

Secure videoconferencing platforms designed for regulated industries provide features such 
as end-to-end encryption, audit trails, and secure cloud storage, enabling organizations to 
confidently conduct hybrid meetings while safeguarding critical information.

Benefits of Secure Videoconferencing Platforms

•	 Data protection: End-to-end encryption ensures that all meeting 
content—video, audio, and shared files—is secure from unauthorized access.

•	 Regulatory compliance: Built-in compliance features like HIPAA, GDPR, or 
FINRA adherence ensure organizations meet industry standards.

•	 Traceability: Audit trails track meeting activity, providing a record of 
attendance, file sharing, and key actions for transparency and accountability.

PRO TIP:
Choose a videoconferencing platform that offers user-friendly compliance tools, such 
as automated meeting transcription redaction or secure file storage, to streamline 
workflows and minimize the risk of human error.
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ADOPT GREEN  
MEETING ROOM TECHNOLOGIES

10

Sustainability is no longer optional—it’s a key priority for businesses striving to reduce their environmental impact while optimizing 
operations. Meeting rooms equipped with green technologies can significantly lower energy consumption, minimize waste, and promote 
eco-conscious practices. 

Transforming meeting rooms with green technologies starts with selecting energy-efficient tools and systems. LED lighting with automated 
controls reduces energy usage, while smart HVAC systems adjust temperature settings based on room occupancy, cutting unnecessary 
consumption. Additionally, consider furniture and fixtures made from recycled or sustainable materials to complete the eco-friendly setup.

Benefits of Green Meeting Room Technologies

•	 Reduced energy consumption: Automated lighting 
and smart HVAC systems lower electricity usage and 
operating costs.

•	 Waste minimization: Digital displays and cloud-based 
collaboration tools replace disposable materials, reducing 
environmental waste.

•	 Improved corporate image: Adopting green practices 
demonstrates a commitment to sustainability, enhancing 
your brand reputation.

•	 Employee satisfaction: Eco-conscious workspaces can 
boost morale and align with employees' personal values.

PRO TIP:
Look for certifications like Energy Star or LEED when selecting equipment to ensure 
compliance with sustainability standards. Incorporating power-saving modes for 
devices and scheduling automatic shutdowns for unused equipment can further 
enhance energy efficiency and reduce costs.
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TRANSFORM YOUR CONFERENCE ROOMS, 
TRANSFORM YOUR COLLABORATION
Conference rooms are no longer just meeting spaces—they are the engines of collaboration and innovation in 
today’s hybrid workplace. By investing in the right upgrades, you can turn your meeting spaces into high-impact 
environments that drive productivity, engagement, and creativity.

Start by assessing your current conference room setup, prioritize the upgrades that address your biggest challenges, 
and take the first step toward creating smarter, more connected spaces. With the right tools and design, your 
conference rooms can become a catalyst for better communication, stronger collaboration, and greater success.

1.800.800.0014
www.connection.com/ConferenceRoomTechnology
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